
 Point to the letter I and say, "This is a 
letter. Letters are used to make words that 
we can read. Every letter is made with one 
or more lines. The name of this letter is 
“I.”It is made with a straight line that goes 
up and down. Say, I” 

Ask the student to point to the I.  How 
many lines are in the letter I? That's right, 
there is just one line. It's a straight line that 
goes up and down. Say I.

Point to the letter 0 and say, "The name 
of this letter is O. O is made with a curved 
line, not a straight line. Say O. The curved 
line in O goes all the way around without a 
break in it.  Say O.”

Ask the student to point to the O. How 
many lines are there in O? Is the line 
straight or curved? Say O.”
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Unit 1 – LETTER NAMES 
AlphaFlashCards

Use these flashcards to introduce the student 
to the names of the letters. Other teaching 
strategies will be used to reinforce and review 
the concepts you first present here.
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As you present each letter and help the 
student learn how different kinds of lines make 
up different letters, make sure the student 
understands the following somewhat abstract 
terms: straight, curved, slanting, up and 
down, back and forth, side to side, and 
broken. Point to each kind of line, and if 
necessary draw the various kinds of lines on a 
scrap piece of paper or “draw in the air” using a 
finger.

The letters are presented in the following 
order:

1 2

  I  O  C  U  V  W  M  N  T  F  E  H  L 
X  Z  A  Y  Q  D  P  R  B  K  G  S  J



 Point to the letter I and ask, “Do you 
remember what the name of this letter is? 
"This is the letter I. It is made up of a 
straight line that goes up and down. Say, I” 

Next point to the letter O and ask, "What 
letter is this? It is the letter O. It is made 
with a curved line that  goes all the way 
around without any breaks in it.  Say, O.” 
Have the student point to each letter several 
times, say its name, and describe its lines as 
straight or curved.

Point to the letter 0 and ask, "What 
letter is this?... That's right, it's the letter O. 
O is made with a curved line that has no 
breaks in it; it goes all the way around. Say 
O again.” 

Point to the letter C and say,  "This is 
the letter C. It is made with a curved line 
that has a break in it. Say, 'C.' Have the 
student point to the break in the C and say the 
name of each letter several times. 

Point to the letter C and ask, "What 
letter is this?... That's right, it's the letter C. 
It is made with a curved line that has one 
break in it. The opening is on the side. 

Point to the letter U and say,  "This is 
the letter U. It has a curved line that has 
one break in it; this opening is at the very 
top. Say, U.”Have the student point to each 
letter several times, say its name, and 
describe its lines.

Point to the letter U and ask, "What 
letter is this?... That's right, it's the letter U. 
It has a curved line with one break at the 
top.” 

Point to the letter V and say, "This is the 
letter V. It has two straight lines that come 
together in a point at the bottom. Say, V.” 
Have the student point to each letter several 
times, say its name, and describe its lines.
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Point to the letter W and ask, "What 
letter is this?... That's right, it's the letter 
W. It is made with four straight lines. 

 Point to the letter M and say, "This is 
the letter M. It has four straight lines. 
Say, M. Do you see any curved lines in 
M? Pause for answer. “No, the lines are all 
straight lines.” Have the student point to 
each letter several times, and say its name, 
and describe its lines.

Point to the letter V and ask,  "What 
letter is this?... That's right, it's the letter V. 
V has two straight lines that come together 
in a point at the bottom. The lines slant, 
they don't go straight up and down. Point to 
the letter W and say, "This is the letter W. It 
has four straight lines that all come 
together at the bottom.  Say, 'W.' 

Have the student point to each letter 
several times and say its name and describe 
its lines.

Point to the letter M and ask, "What 
letter is this?... That's right, it's the letter M. 
It has four straight lines.”  Point to the letter 
N and say, "This is the letter N. It has three 
straight lines: two go straight up and down 
and one line is slanted. Say, N.” 

Ask the student point to each letter 
several times and say its name and describe 
its lines.
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Review all of the following letters with your student. First, 
point to a letter and have the student name it. Then, name 
a letter and have the student point to it. Then describe the 
lines in a letter and have the student name it.
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